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They say that every story starts with a beginning, but this story has two. 

 

The first half begins in 1509 when Henry VIII came to the throne. His reign had a great impact on Hull, with him granting the manors of Hull, Myton and Tupcoates to Sir William Sydney, one of the victorious commanders at Flodden Field. 

  

Back in 1541, Henry made a visit to Hull to the De La Pole family who resided at Suffolk Manor (now The Three John Scotts on Alfred Gelder Street). One popular theory is that the King had brought the spice green ginger to the table, thus giving the name ‘Land of Green Ginger’ to the adjoining street. Another interesting theory centres around the King’s love of meat, with claims the table was groaning under wild boar. This seemed to be backed up with archaeological evidence on June 11 1926, when the Hull Daily Mail reported that a dig close to where the Manor Hall once stood uncovered – you guessed it - the remains of a large wild boar. 

 

Another interesting snippet centres around a mysterious gold object resembling a nose.
 

It is claimed the mysterious artefact was used by Henry VIII during his visit to the town, but exactly what for remains a mystery. According to local legend the nose was left at Suffolk Palace for many years, but fearing that Henry VIII would return for the item it was smuggled through ancient tunnels beneath the town to the River Hull. The nose was then taken up river to Stoneferry where it, along with other valuable riches, were taken inland to the ancient manor of Sutton. 

 

The local monks were then asked to remove the items for safekeeping.  Some think it was smuggled into a series of tunnels stretching between Castle Hill and Meaux Abbey, while others say it was moved via the tunnels at Castle Hill to nearby Wawne. Nevertheless, here
the first half of the story ends. Thenose vanished into the mysterious tunnels, its whereabouts a mystery; later excavations at Castle Hill failed to find the tunnels, and if they did the public were not informed (or they were hastily filled in). The Gold Nose appeared to be gone forever. 

 

In recent years, a spate of sightings of phantom airmen have been reported across this area, chiming with the history of the Sutton-on-Hull RAF base that occupied much of Bransholme.  By far the strangest recorded story is that of a large wild boar seen running through the area and as far afield as Wawne and Meaux. Bransholme takes its name from an old Scandinavian word meaning Brand’s Water Meadow, with Brand, or in some cases Brandt, meaning ‘wild boar’. Not all history sources agree on the name however, with some claiming that Brand (or Brandt) was the name of the landowner, and ‘holme’ meant an island, thus Brandt’s Water Meadow with an island became Bransholme. 

But back to the Gold Nose of Green Ginger and the second part of the story; 

 

Lord Mayor Alderman R. W. Buckle officially opened the first houses on Bransholme on May 1, 1967.  It was during the excavations to lay the foundations that builders working on the site unearthed a small casket - curiosity got the better of them and they opened the lid, finding an unusual gold object described it as looking ‘like a ginger root…roughly in the shape of a warty nose’. It had two nostrils and braided silk ties, indicating it was maybe worn ceremonially.
  

One theory of its origins talks about a wild boar roaming this area at the time of Henry VIII’s visit to Hull. Long considered magical creatures with deep roots in Shamanism across the globe, it was believed this fearless animal was deeply connected to the earth’s energies with a great talent of digging out what lies beneath the surface. Some believe one had been foraging for food in the water meadow that became Bransholme and unearthed the Gold Nose.
  

Another theory relates to the discovery of excavations in the 1970’s in Wroxeter, Shropshire, where a set of gold eyes - believed to bring healing powers to those suffering from ophthalmological conditions and dating back to the Roman period - were discovered. It is thought they were an offering to the gods; could the Gold Nose be something similar?  What we do know is that Roman discoveries have been made across the region, including a Roman coins found at Castle Hill, near Sutton, and across Bransholme.
 

After the discovery the Gold Nose was once again hidden from view. No one knows why, but some reports claim that those who came into contact with it were blessed with unexplainable and plentiful good luck - doesn’t sound too terrible, does it? What happens this time remains to be seen…
