APPENDIX 1 

ARTIST PROJECT STATEMENT

This is how Yaron Lifschitz describes his artistic vision and ambition for “Depart”:

"Small stages, surprising projections, voices drifting through the crepuscule. Acrobatic encounters, fields of Chinese poles, bodies hanging from ropes in the sky. Retinal after-burn, images that erupt as from a dream, sounds that haunt and seduce. 

Requiems deconstructed. On turntables, on reel-to-reel, by a lone electric guitar played in an inaccessible grove, by massed choirs, chanted, repeated, morphing into other languages and cultures. Glitches, static, tiny speakers and huge ones create the electrostatic crackle of communication across eras. Old folk songs play to empty tombstones. 

Massed objects hang precariously like frozen birds. Trees glow, faces appear. Strange cracks of light emerge from unexpected places, flickers, distortions. Small objects of remembrance, burial rites, memorial stones that glow. The distressed beauty of the cemetery mingles with moments of light artistry and powerful physical connectedness. 

At the heart of the experience is the attempt to grasp the ungraspable - to connect ourselves with the very liminality that makes us human, to look up even as we walk over the long-buried dead. “Depart” is a meditation, a playground for the soulful, an art gallery without walls, a circus in search of transcendence and a hundred moments of joyous beauty. It is performed with respect and aims for rapture. "

