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On Sunday 8th January, the artist Nayan Kulkarni transformed the historic heart of the city with 
Blade, a monumental artwork that challenged the way people saw and experienced Queen Victoria 

Square. This was the first installation in Look Up, a year long programme of artists’ works made 
specifically for Hull’s public places and spaces. 

It was followed in February by Michael Pinsky’s The City Speaks which transformed Hull’s Tidal 
Barrier into an interactive artwork. Chris Dobrowski’s Washed Up Car-Go followed in March which 

was the first of three co-commissions with The Deep. 

In April, the first installation, as part of Roots and Routes, was Claire Barber’s The Train Track and 
the Basket which took over Hull Paragon station. Paper City then ran from 30 June to 9 July. This 
ten day exhibition celebrated colour using the specialist paper, Colorplan, from Hull company G. F. 
Smith. The World’s Favourite Colour, voted for by the public, was also announced as Marrs Green.

A cluster of Look Up projects took place around the end of July/beginning of August with Bob and 
Roberta Smith’s “This is a Freedom of Expression Centre”, Claire Morgan’s Elephant in the Room 

and Bleached by Tania Kovats, the second co-commission with The Deep.

RIBA and Hull 2017 put architecture centre stage with Hall for Hull, which transformed Trinity 
Square in front of Hull Minster from the 1 October as part of the Tell the World season. Finally, a 

projection of sound and light by acclaimed UK artists Heinrich and Palmer, Floe virtually 
remodelled the architecture and façade of The Deep in the last Look Up commission of 2017 from 8 

to 10 December. 

Look Up Activity Summary



Coverage Highlights

• Total coverage volume
• Across print, online and 

broadcast
3,026

• Total readership
• Across print, online and 

broadcast
4bn

• Estimated AVE
• Across print, online and 

broadcast 
£5m



Coverage Highlights

• National newspaper pieces in print
• Including Times, Daily Telegraph, 

Guardian, Express and i
80

• Mentions across TV and Radio
• Syndication across regional BBC stations1,370

• Online news pieces
• Including BBC, Mail Online, Guardian, 

Dezeen and Aesthetica
1,532

• Articles by local news publications
• Including Hull Daily Mail, BBC Look North 

and ITV Calendar
806

• Click-throughs to Hull2017.co.uk from 
online editorial2,934
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Coverage Analysis



Coverage Volume

Editorial mentions of Look Up 2017 peaked in excess of 1000 pieces of coverage in January, with 2,946 total 
mentions. 

December generated the second most pieces of coverage due to many end of the year round ups featuring 
Blade, and the Floe installation. 

Blade

Blade Leaves

Floe and City 
of Culture 2021



Coverage and Web Traffic

Patterns in editorial coverage volume are mostly positively aligned with the volume of traffic to 
Hull2017.co.uk. 

There is a very high correlation in December tied to the End of Year coverage



Sentiment

Editorial coverage surrounding Look Up was largely Neutral or Positive, with only 2% of 
articles flagged as negative. These pieces were largely related to Hull’s relationship with 

Brexit, or BP’s sponsorship of City of Culture.  



International Mentions

The majority of coverage generated by the New Year celebrations was UK based, with 
some pieces also appearing on US websites. 

A handful of articles also appeared in Ireland, Germany, Australia, The Netherlands, 
Canada, Italy, Spain and China. These pieces were often foreign art sites covering the 

installations.



Look Up Key Messages

Blade proved to be the most covered Look Up installation by a long way, helped by the repeated references 
back to Blade throughout the year, and sparks of interest around the Blade’s departure from Queen 

Victoria Square.
Hall for Hull and Paper City followed in coverage volume, this was aided by the fact both projects were 
announced before they appeared in the city, with Paper City involving public engagement to choose the 

winning colour. 



Social Amplification

Editorial coverage of Look Up has been shared over 88,000 times, mostly on Facebook 
but also on Twitter and LinkedIn. 
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