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Larkin: New Eyes Each Year is curated by Anna Farthing for Hull UK City of Culture 2017, in partnership with the Philip Larkin Society and the University of Hull Archives. 
 
Anna is currently defining the scope of the exhibition in order to recruit a designer. What follows are some of her ‘work in progress’ thoughts.
 
·      Larkin: New Eyes Each Year is a specific interpretation from a particular perspective at this time and in this place, Hull 2017. It is not aiming to be a definitive interpretation of Philip Larkin’s life and work – there will be other projects by other people in other places at other times.

·      The exhibition will include a creative, multi-sensory and immersive display of personal items, clothing, possessions, letters, photographs, drawings, music and film that reflect the complex and contradictory life of a widely admired artist whose biographical narrative has been much contested.

·      A strong theme throughout will focus on Larkin’s representations of himself  and his carefully considered choices through rarely seen letters, photographs and doodles.

·      Visitors to the exhibition will be encouraged to engage their own imaginations in order to stimulate new responses to Larkin’s legacy of poetic works.

·      The exhibition title, ‘New Eyes Each Year’ is taken from a poem by Philip Larkin about books, a library and its visitors. The title reflects both the site responsive contextual approach being taken to the project and the fact that we are inviting new eyes to Larkin’s work.

·      The exhibition is hosted in the art gallery at the Brynmor Jones Library at the University of Hull. It will acknowledge that we are within the building that Larkin developed in the late 1960’s and led as University Librarian for 30 years from 1955 until his death in 1985. We hope that programming will include opportunities to tour the building, to access to the Librarian’s office and to see special collections held within the library.

[bookmark: _GoBack]·      Both the exhibition and associated programming will invite new audiences to take a fresh look at Larkin and his legacy of work. Programmed activities throughout the three months of the exhibition will include events offered by the partners Hull 2017, The Philip Larkin Society and The University of Hull and will offer something for all ages and interests. The Philip Larkin Society’s distinguished lecture by Grayson Perry coincides with the opening week in July and the BBC’s Contains Strong Language festival coincides with the climactic closing weekend at the end of September.

Key Dates: Install end of June - Opens Monday 3rd July (PV 4th July)
Closes Sunday 1st October - De-install w/b 2nd October
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