[image: image2.emf]


HULL,
CULTURE,












Land of Green Ginger shortlisted artists

1. [image: image1.png]


Scottee www.scottee.co.uk 
Scottee is an artist from London, his work is often about outsiderness; race, sexuality, class, age and gender. He creates spaces where the perceived underdog is celebrated, at the forefront and no longer ignorable. 

His work has been performed for audiences across the globe; Australia, Asia, Europe and America. In London his projects have been presented at some of the world’s leading spaces; Barbican, Royal Opera House, Tate Britain, Roundhouse, ICA and Southbank Centre but he prefers to make work in dodgy gay bars, public toilets, bedrooms, disused tanning shops and forgotten community centres.

In 2010 Scottee won the title of Time Out Performer of the Year, his debut solo tour The Worst of Scottee won Total Theatre Award for Innovation in 2013 and in 2015 Scottee was included on Independent's Rainbow List as one of Britain's most influential LGBTQI+ people. He is currently an associate artist at the Roundhouse and with performance company Duckie.

Scottee is a co-host on BBC Radio 4’s Loose Ends; in 2015 his debut radio documentaryMy Big Fat Documentary was made BBC Radio 4’s Documentary of the Week. He also writes a weekly column for Vice's i-D channel. 

Scottee is not easily definable; artist, activist, broadcaster, writer and attention seeker. 
His work is live, brash, clumsy and will often leave you covered in confetti. 
2.  Ackroyd & Harvey http://www.ackroydandharvey.com/ 
For 25 years, Ackroyd & Harvey’s work has been exhibited in contemporary art galleries, museums and public spaces worldwide; sculpture, photography, architecture, ecology and biology are disciplines that intersect in their work, revealing an intrinsic bias towards process and event. Often reflecting environmental and scientific concerns, they are acclaimed for large-scale interventions in sites of architectural interest, acknowledging political ecologies by highlighting the temporal nature of processes of growth and decay in the urban space – in 2013 they grew the stone façade of a former British military building in Derry, N. Ireland for the City of Culture; ten years earlier they grew the soaring vertical interior of a deconsecrated church in London and in 2007 created a monumental living intervention on the exterior of the Royal National Theatre. In 2011, they were awarded the prestigious Mapping the Park commission for London 2012, a series of living sculptures entitled History Trees at ten of the major entrances into the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.

Ackroyd & Harvey have received many awards for their photographic work utilizing the pigment chlorophyll in making complex bio-chemical photographs; most recently they were presented with the Rose Award at the Royal Academy Summer Exhibition 2014 and in 2012 the Wu Guanzhong Innovation prize for the 3rd Art & Science International Exhibition, Tsinghua University, Beijing.

[image: image2.emf]Interaction with scientists is often key to Ackroyd & Harvey’s practice with ground-breaking research initiated over fifteen years ago with the Institute of Grassland and Environmental Research (now IBERS). Currently the artists are developing a series of new artworks for the University of Cambridge in response to working closely with the Department and Museum of Zoology, and the Cambridge Conservation Initiative.

Beuys’ Acorns, an ongoing work growing two hundred oak trees from acorns collected from Joseph Beuys’s seminal 7000 Oaks will be exhibited in France throughout autumn 2015, culminating in a major artistic intervention in partnership with scientists at the Institut national de la recherche agronomique (Inra) to coincide with COP 21, the 21st session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
3. Davy & Kristin McGuire www.davyandkristinmcguire.com 
The McGuires head an award winning creative studio that design unique visual experiences through art installations and theatrical projects. As well as creating bespoke projects for cultural institutions and brands, they produce and sell their own works through international galleries.
Davy and Kristin‘s hybrid art works are delicate, filigree fantasies built with fragile materials that are momentarily brought to life through digital projections and silent storytelling. 
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Winners of The Oxford Samuel Beckett Theatre Trust Award 2013, Davy & Kristin McGuire‘s work has included theatre productions such as The Icebook and the atmospheric stage adaptation of popular fantasy novel, Howl’s Moving Castle. Their latest award winning theatre show The Paper Architect premiered in July 2013 at the Barbican London and received the Helpmann Award for Best Visual Theatre Production after touring Australia in 2015.

Davy and Kristin’s commercial commissions include Floating City (2013) for Barneys’ iconic Madison Avenue Christmas windows, Alchimie de Courvoisier (2011), a bespoke paper diorama originally displayed at Harrods, and Precious Moments (2015), an award winning shop window display for Mikimoto in Tokyo. Their renowned projection mapping installations have been exhibited, sold, published and screened internationally.

Davy’s background is in theatre and film whereas Kristin has trained as a dancer who has performed with many international companies including Cirque du Soleil, she is currently a dancer with the Mark Bruce Company
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Thor McIntyre-Burnie www.aswarm.com 
Aswarm (Ltd) is a transformative public arts company based in the UK, led by Artist & Sound Designer Thor McIntyre-Burnie.   We specialise in site-specific and immersive work, using sound and other sculptural & AV elements to subtly alter our experience of architecture, public space and performance.  Our projects range from solo artist works to full production teams, drawing on a tight team of specialists and network of professionals.

What is an aswarm work?: A Bandstand may be re-awakened as an ear to a historic mound of earth; an exploded orchestra re-activates a victorian mill; a flock of speakers occupy a square, providing a means to walk within the Twittersphere; a derelict piers starling bird colony becomes a touring Ghost Roost; A forgotten Wind Tunnel becomes a quasi-religious experience; a Lift a musical playback device & place to play syneasthetic twister; a pile of rubble an instrument to re-work Rites of Spring. 
5. Lone Twin www.lonetwin.com 
We try to look at the world and smile, so the performance, theatre and events we make look for signs of hope.

Our early duo pieces were intentionally arduous and physically demanding. Some shows went on for months, crying into rivers, sweating over our tiny bikes. To our surprise, people sympathised with us. They gathered round and tried to help. Ever since, that’s what we’ve been doing – encouraging people to gather around.

We work in all kinds of forms and spaces, from narrative theatre to large-scale community events. We’re commissioned by international venues and festivals; we show what we make around the world. Over the years we’ve built up a fantastic audience who continue to accompany us, cheer us, and have a good time - no matter how hard things get. 
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Dominic Wilcox www.dominicwilcox.com 
Dominic Wilcox works between the worlds of art, design, craft and technology to create innovative and thought provoking objects.

Recent projects include the design of a pair of shoes with inbuilt GPS to guide the wearer home, a Binaudios device to listen to the sounds of a city, a race against a 3D Printer at the V&A and a stained glass driverless car of the future.

Designer Thomas Heatherwick had this to say on Wilcox’s invention drawings, “Dominic Wilcox’s drawings aren’t just witty and beautifully drawn, they are serious challenges to the real world to keep looking at itself with innocent eyes, wondering what else is possible.”

In 2009 he started a Webby award nominated blog called Variations on Normal where he shows his sketchbook inventions and observations. He has received commissions from a diverse range of organisations such as Paul Smith, Selfridges, The V&A museum, BMW Mini and Jaffa Cakes. 
7. Macnas www.macnas.com 
Macnas energise audiences with interactive performances at festivals and celebrations around the globe, bringing stunning large-scale images and brilliant chaos to the streets of the world.
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These pioneers of invention have toured the world performing with U2, celebrated the millennium in New York Times Square, and been part of the magic at the MTV awards, performed in China, Australia, and San Francisco.

Macnas is still firmly rooted on the streets of Ireland with its highly acclaimed annual Macnas street spectacle, which takes place in their home town of Galway over Halloween bank holiday weekend. 
8. Periplum www.periplum.co.uk 
Periplum produce ground-breaking site-responsive & outdoor theatre performance, making work that is narrative-led and content-driven while bringing the intimacy of human drama into shows of a spectacular scale.

In collaboration with composers, designers, engineers & pyrotechnicians, the company deliver highly visual, socially significant and emotionally explosive work for all the senses. The company produce large and mid-scale touring productions for festivals, and also specialise in heritage, participatory & educational projects, creating unique location-specific events.

Formed in 1999 by Artistic Directors Claire Raftery and Damian Wright, Periplum place equal emphasis on all elements of performance – innovative visual design, original text, specially commissioned music & quality acting. We explore dynamic staging that responds to & visually transforms environments, offering an intense & interactive experience through 360 degree surround performance and promenading formats.

Whether detailing the delirium of a fevered mind or the vast workings of a social revolution, we seek to offer rare and extraordinary experiences in the belief that through performance transformation can take place. [image: image12.png]



9. Hope & Social www.hopeandsocial.co.uk 
We hate writing this stuff. You want to read someone bigging us up? Send an email to Rich’s mum. We formed in 2008 and built our house on the foundations of some over-serious indie music, a falling out of love with the record industry and a still heartfelt belief in the twin powers of music and people.
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We had a manefisto. It was basically that we would only do stuff that was fun, that we’d make only the music we wanted to make, and plan events that we’d want to go to… that we should let people pay what they want for our music, that if it’s all about the money then we should probably just go train as accountants… that we should collaborate with interesting people and on interesting projects… that making music makes our lives better, and we want to share how that feels, not keep it to ourselves.

We hail from the far-flung corners of England, Scotland and Northern Ireland but our home is in Yorkshire in the North of England. We’re a band… and as well as the proper bandy type things like gigging, touring, playing festivals, making and releasing records. We like to involve people in most everything we do… and they never cease to amaze us. We have fun and make art. We create events to remember. We talk about what we do and stuff we care about.

10. Joshua Sofaer www.joshuasofaer.com 
Joshua Sofaer (b. 1972 Cambridge, England) is an artist who is centrally concerned with modes of collaboration and participation, which he explores through social sculpture, performance, installation, exhibition and publication.
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Equally as comfortable in the clean white gallery, the dramatic curtained stage of the opera house, the carefully positioned vitrine of the museum, the shared areas of public space, and the domestic personalised rooms of private homes, what draws Sofaer’s diverse practices together is a concern with how audiences engage with the world as a place of potentiality. People’s experience is key, as are the material cultures they choose to surround themselves with.

Recurring themes of his work include ‘rubbish’: what we choose to throw away; ‘collections’: what we choose to keep; and, ‘names’: how what we are called becomes who we are.

For Scavengers (Tate Modern, London; SFMOMA, San Francisco; Edinburgh Festival) members of the public raced around the city answering clues and forming a new gallery exhibition. Name in Lights was a national competition and installation in the City of Birmingham that culminated in a giant illuminated name in Centenary Square. Object Retrieval (a Wellcome project for UCL) was nominated for a 2010 Museum & Heritage Award for Excellence. Viver a Rua was the opportunity for citizens of Porto in Portugal to nominate someone to become the permanent name of a street in the city; all the maps have had to change. In spring 2014 he directed a new staged version of Bach’s St Matthew Passion for Folkoperan in Stockholm to critical acclaim. The Rubbish Collection at Science Museum London saw every single thing thrown out by staff, contractors and 281,647 visitors documented for 30 days before becoming an exhibition.
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